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Students, superintendents
fume over decision to close
College of Education

By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu

U

SF education
majors staged
a small rally
Friday to show support for
the College of Education as
opposition to the university’s
stunning decision to dismantle
and reconfigure the college
reverberated across the public
school districts it has long
served.
“I don’t know where the
University of South Florida
can find the funds to keep
one of their most important
colleges on their campus, but,
Mr. President (Steve) Currall,
that is not my job; that is your
job,” said Spencer Bazen, a
junior education major.
“You and the University of
South Florida have shown that
you care more about profit
than you care about finding
the funds to keep this great
college on your campus.”
Bazen was one of about
20 members of the USF
community – all masked
and socially distanced – who
attended the rally on the
Tampa campus, with another
60 participating by livestream.
He was joined by Conner
Diefendorf, who started a
petition on Oct. 16 that has
now gained 15,616 signatures,
and Layali Haifa, who told
The Crow’s Nest that closing
the College of Education is
“beyond ridiculous.”
“Education is everywhere
around us without us realizing
(it),” Haifa told the rally.
“Education is way more
important than profit. We are

in a universe right now where
teachers are needed the most
and the fact that they are
cutting our funds completely
is unacceptable.”
In an interview with The
Crow’s Nest, Haifa said she
hoped for Currall’s attention.
“Hopefully it comes to
the attention of the president
himself, and our voices will
be heard enough for it to be
stopped.”
In an interview, Diefendorf
said the rally was organized
“to bring awareness to not just
this injustice that is happening
at USF but injustice to
teachers that are everywhere.”
“The school isn’t an
elective; it is a necessity (for)
the production of future USF
students,” he said.
University administrators
have said that closing the
College of Education and
reconfiguring it into a
graduate school of education
that falls under a different
college will save USF $6.8
million over two years.
They have stressed that
all undergraduate education
majors will be able to
complete their bachelor’s
degrees. The university will
continue to turn out teachers
through a master’s program
for students who have earned
a four-year degree in other
fields, they said.
The student rally capped a
week of forceful pushback on
the university’s decision from
the public school districts in
the Tampa Bay area that the
College of Education has
served for decades.
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Conner Diefendorf (left), Spencer Bazen and Layali Haifa arranged a rally
Friday to urge the university to reconsider its decision.
In an opinion column
in the Tampa Bay Times,
the school superintendents
in Pinellas, Hillsborough,
Pasco, Manatee, Sarasota
and Polk counties said they
were blindsided by the move,
which they called “a terrible
mistake” and a “short-sighted
and ill-considered way out” of
USF’s budget crisis.
The School Board in
Pinellas County, which has
hired hundreds of College of
Education graduates in recent
years, approved a resolution
condemning the closure and
asking USF to reconsider.
More than 200 educators

joined a Zoom call organized
by the Pinellas Education
Foundation – a nonprofit
coalition that supports public
education – to emphasize
that closing the College
of Education will make a
shortage of strong teacher
applicants even worse.
Judith Ponticell, the
college’s interim dean,
listened during the Zoom
call and stressed that USF
intends to continue preparing
good teachers for local school
districts.
In an opinion column in
the Times, Ponticell, Currall
and Provost Ralph Wilcox

for many young people,
student athletes, to get
access to higher education.
It is beneficial in terms of
our visibility and brand
building, which then benefits
. . . our applications at the
undergraduate level.”
He also said it’s a “very
important way to engage
with” alumni and donors.
Currall’s emphatic
assertion was one of the
few precise answers that he,
Provost Ralph Wilcox and
other administrators offered
during the 90-minute session.

Instead, they talked in
more abstract, and sometimes
ambiguous, terms about
potential faculty layoffs – the
dominant theme of the many
questions that were submitted
– and the process and
timeline the administration
will follow in making
important decisions.
One participant asked
how “faculty futures” will be
decided at USF St. Petersburg
and USF Sarasota-Manatee,
the branch campuses.

defended the university’s
move, which they called a
“preliminary proposal.”
They cited the “budget
realities of a world changed
by COVID-19,” a 63 percent
drop in enrollment over the
last decade and the emergence
of other institutions that offer
undergraduate baccalaureate
programs, “some at a
significantly lower cost.”
Information from the
Tampa Bay Times and the
Catalyst was used in this
report.
To view video coverage
check out The Crow’s Nest at
USFSP on YouTube.

Redirect athletics money to academics? No way, says Currall

By Nancy McCann
CONTRIBUTOR

U

SF will have to
consider faculty
layoffs and make
other painful choices to meet
the COVID-19 budget crisis,
but one option is off the
table.
“No, we’re not
considering eliminating
athletics,” President Steve
Currall said Friday.
His comment came during
an online forum for faculty
and staff at a time of palpable

anxiety over a state mandate
to cut the university budget
by $36.7 million this year,
with further reductions likely
in 2021-2022.
One forum participant
wanted to know if USF is
“considering eliminating
costly athletics activities such
as football and realigning
those funds” toward
academics.
“We believe that
intercollegiate athletics is an
important part of the culture
of the university,” Currall
replied. “It gives opportunity

>> SEE CURRALL on P7
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Although the Athletics
Department is cutting
its budget by $2.5 million,
eliminating athletics
altogether is not an
option, President Steve
Currall says.
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Students remain
skeptical of polls
pointing to Biden
landslide
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

T

he presidential
election is tomorrow
and the majority
of polls point to a Joe Biden
victory over President Donald
Trump.
FiveThirtyEight, a polling
analysis website, aggregates
polling data and repeatedly
simulates potential outcomes
for the presidential election in
its ‘2020 Election Forecast.’
FiveThirtyEight’s forecast
overwhelmingly favors a
Biden victory, giving him an
89 percent chance of victory to
Trump’s 11 percent.
Yet students remain
skeptical.
Kacy Cartmell, the former
president of Turning Point
USA, a conservative political
club, believes the election is a
tossup.
2016’s unexpected results
have implored Cartmell to err
on the side of caution when
evaluating polling data.
“I still believe it can go
either way,” Cartmell said. “As
(the) last (presidential) election
showed, the candidate who
most people believed and the
polls showed would have been
elected did not.”
Junior biology major Caleb
Crawford shares this sentiment.
“Look at what happened in
2016 when Hillary (Clinton)
was leading (and) Trump still
won,” Crawford said. “But
who knows.”
Jennifer Barerra, the
secretary of the College
Democrats at USF St.
Petersburg, believes Biden
is more likely to win, but
encourages students to vote
regardless of what the polls
show.
“I believe that Joe Biden
has a high chance of winning
the election, because we have
experienced a lot of tragedy in
this country over the past four
years of Trump’s presidency,”
Barerra said. “(But) I don’t
want to rely on the polls.”
Sophomore political science
major Zach Axel believes
polling methodology discounts
Trump’s support.
“There is a large group
of people termed the
‘silent majority’ which is
conservatives in... key states
that don’t participate in polls,”
Axel said. “We live in an
environment where there is
a negative stigma (around)
publicly supporting Trump.”
The final aggregate polling
data of the 2016 presidential
election saw Hillary Clinton
leading Trump by 3.9 percent.
Clinton won the national
popular vote by 2.1 percent.
In the final aggregate
polling data of the 2020
election, Biden leads Trump by
10.7 percent.
The Crow’s Nest will be
releasing a pre-election special
episode of “Crow’s Cast,” on
Monday where Crow’s Nest
staffers will make their election
predictions. Visit and subscribe
to “The Crow’s Nest at
USFSP” to stay updated on this
special and all future episodes.
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St. Petersburg to be named International
City of Peace

By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu

F

or much of its life,
St. Petersburg has
been popular for
its diverse local scene that
glimmers with divergent
visual arts, ranging from
museums and galleries to
cultural attractions.
Yet, another milestone is
on the horizon as the city of
St. Petersburg prepares to be
named an international city
of peace.
On Jan. 10, 2019,
St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman signed a
proclamation revealing the
city’s plan to be considered
an international city of
peace in partnership with
the Tampa Bay Area
Muslim Association, The
Connection Partners, USF
Open Partnership Education
Network and the Florida
Council of Churches.
On March 23, 2019, a
letter of intent was signed
by the city of St. Pete along
with partnering institutions to
acknowledge the intention to
help build a city of peace.
“I think that being
recognized internationally
helps us spread the message
of who and what we want to
be as a city,” Kriseman said.
“We want to be a city whose
culture is tied to peace,
that’s all about promoting
economic opportunity and
improving the quality of life
for all of our residents.”
International Cities

of Peace is a nonprofit
association committed to
connecting and promoting
global cities to join the peace
movement. It is made up of
citizens, governments and
organizations who built their
communities to specific
standards in order to be
considered official ‘cities of
peace.’
The association’s
primary goals revolve
around networking cities
internationally, providing
resources, encouraging peace
adherents and promoting the
general idea of a peaceful
world.
“We are divided right

now than it’s probably
ever been and so I think
it’s really important to turn
the communities’ focus on
these issues and on trying
to become the city of
compassion (and) the city of
peace,” Kriseman said.
After St. Petersburg’s
participation in the program,
Kriseman hopes to look “at
our population as a whole
and our most needy and
(make) sure that we are
doing things to address the
issues involving them, from
healthcare to eradicating
poverty to safety, especially
in this time of COVID-19.”
“(I hope for) wide-ranging

housing and creating a city
where people can afford to
live in our community and
be a part of our community,”
Kriseman said. “Our goal
is to try and have a positive
impact on all of these
issues.”
Peace, as defined by the
association in 2009, is “the
global consensus values of
safety, prosperity and quality
of life.” Currently, there
are 298 participating cities
around the world and 31 in
the United States. To qualify
as a city of peace, a five-stepprocess has to be followed.
The initiative is free of
charge.

COURTESY OF LEO GOMEZ STUDIO

“Creating a world that is peaceful:” St. Petersburg to be named an
International City of Peace.

11 students vote in second SG special election
of the semester
By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

O

nly 11 students
voted in Student
Government’s
second special election of
the semester to fill its vacant
Campus Council – 0.29
percent of eligible students.
This marks a nosedive
from the dismal voter
turnout of 30 in the first
special election of the fall
semester.
The turnout may be
impacted by the low oncampus population, as
the fall election before
the COVID-19 pandemic
garnered a turnout of 223.
Like the first special
election, the second was
uncontested, meaning
students only needed one
vote to be elected.
Yamaris Rodriguez and
Daniel Lujo finished in first,
with 10 votes. Kayla Idzior,
Britney Clarke and Stephen
Fleming received nine votes
respectively. Connor Chilson
and Brandon Majercin
finished in last with eight

votes.
All candidates will
assume seats in the Campus
Council, meaning seven of
the nine available Campus
Council seats are filled.
While the Campus
Council was vacant, the
interim funding process,
where local committees
make budgetary
recommendations to be
approved for the federal
Activities and Service
Recommendation Committee
(ASRC) was void.
ASRC has 15 sitting
members from the federal
executive and legislative
branches, with the majority
of them being Tampa
students.
Now the Campus
Council’s ability to make
budgetary recommendations
through the interim funding
process will be instituted.
Although there are
still two open seats in the
Campus Council and one
open seat in the Senate,
Student Government will not
hold another election until
the spring semester.
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Fall student government election turnout has
declined over the last five years. In fall 2015, 394
students voted; in fall 2016, 340; in fall 2017, 250;
in fall 2018, 256; in fall 2019, 220; in the fall 2020
special election, 30; and in the fall 2020 interim
special election, 11. Information collected from The
Crow’s Nest’s past Student Government coverage.
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Once thriving local music scene
grapples with pandemic realities

By Annalise Anderson and
Kaitlin Fairchild
akanderson1@usf.edu
CONTRIBUTOR

W

hen COVID-19
hit Florida
in March
and social gatherings
were limited, Tampa Bay
musicians were forced
to say goodbye to live
performances.
Despite the inability to
perform music in-person,
local bands and artists have
found alternative means of
staying connected with their
fans and their passion for
music.
Artists in the Florida
music scene have faced
challenges due to the closure
of local venues and capacity
decreases at bars where they
would typically perform.
According to the
National Independent Venue
Association, 90 percent of
independent venues report
they will close permanently
in a few months due to lack
of federal funding.
Becky Barnes, general
manager of Jannus Live,
said that the downtown St.
Petersburg venue had to
cancel over 40 concerts since
March and that the pandemic
“has really hit hard” and
“well beyond” what was
originally anticipated.
“COVID-19 has been
tough on not just Jannus
Live, but our industry as
a whole,” Barnes said.
“There is this uneasy
feeling of a trickle-down
effect that you don’t know
when it will end… Artists,
agencies, touring staff,
production crews; plus
individual venues, their staff,
bartenders and all the other
people it takes to put on live
music (have all been out of
work).”

Brendon Porter, USF
St. Petersburg alumni and
bassist for St. Petersburg
band Speak Easy,
understands the financial
strain on venues and the
symbiotic relationship they
share with musicians.
“No business has gone
completely unscathed during
this pandemic and musicians
are having to work with
venues that are recovering at
varying rates,” Porter said in
an email to The Crow’s Nest.
“Some organizations and
people have been incredibly
empathetic towards us and
want to provide musicians
with whatever opportunities
they can give... Some
businesses have to be a lot
more financially cautious
and therefore can’t offer
the same booking rates or
schedule guarantees.”
Treis Heitsch, USF Tampa
alumni and front man of
Tampa-based band Treis &
Friends, said that live shows
are the “bread and butter for
growing your audience.”
“How do you entice (your
fans) when you don’t have
a platform to find them?”
Heitsch said.
Blake Billington, USF
St. Petersburg alumni and
guitarist of St. Petersburgbased band The Drain Outs,
said that the band had to
cancel multiple shows.
“We had to cancel a
ten-date tour we were really
looking forward to, but it’s
better that we don’t put
people at risk,” Billington
said in an email to The
Crow’s Nest. “On the bright
side, we’ve been using our
time to write tons more
material, and hope to have a
follow up album to drop in
the coming months.”
Limited gathering sizes
have made it difficult for

COURTESY OF CHUCK TERZIAN

Erol Ozsever is an independent artist in the Tampa
Bay area and teaches at USF College of Music.

artists to continue releasing
their work and finding
innovative ways to produce
more content for their fans.
But one resource has been
immensely helpful for local
bands and nationwide acts
alike: The Internet.
Speak Easy has been
hosting live stream
performances through the
summer and plans to find
more new ways to interact
with its virtual audience.
Eric Yoder, USF St.
Petersburg alumni and
guitarist/vocalist for Speak
Easy, thinks that “staying
present online is really big
right now.”
“Artists are trying to get
viewers to get to know them
through social media to
get more fans and have an
avenue to spread their art,”
Yoder said in an email to The
Crow’s Nest. “Which can be
successful, but I personally
think it leaves a divide
between the viewer and artist
that makes it hard to stand
out.”
Erol Ozsever teaches
guitar at USF College
of Music and regularly
performs as an independent
artist. He said that
performing on Facebook
Live “is just not the
same thing” as in-person
performance.
“What gives people a
deeper connection to the
music is experiencing the
music, not just passively
listening to it on a playlist on
Spotify,” Ozsever said.
Ozsever believes that
the influx of livestream
concerts from major label
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Blake Billington (center) is a guitarist and vocalist
for St. Petersburg-based band The Drain Outs.
artists caused his number
of monthly listeners to
plummet.
“That definitely hurt indie
artists more so than people
want to let on,” Ozsever
said. “If people are sitting
at home watching Facebook
Live concerts and they have
the option to watch Vance
Joy live or watch me live,
who do you think they’re
going to choose?”
Despite the uncertainties
plaguing music industries
right now, Ozsever has not
seen a decrease in student
enrollment in his classical
guitar and music theory
classes. He encourages

young musicians to learn
how to tailor themselves for
success amid an economic
downturn.
“The sad reality is that
a lot of people who have
more conventional career
paths, unfortunately, have
lost their jobs and have been
furloughed,” Ozsever said.
“I think the reality is that
there’s no such thing as a
safe job anymore… If you’re
a freelance musician, you
can always adapt to things if
you’re your own boss.”
Find Speak Easy, Treis
& Friends, The Drain Outs
and Erol Ozsever on social
media and Spotify.
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(Left to right) Jack Clements, Brendon Porter, Eric Yoder and Karekin
Sahagian make up St. Petersburg-based band Speak Easy.
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Mayans to Monet:
MFA reopens
renovated galleries
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

T

he Museum of Fine
Arts St. Petersburg
reopened its
renovated collection galleries
to the public Tuesday.
MFA houses one of the
state’s largest encyclopedic
collections that spans 5,000
years of art history. Original
works from famed artists
like Claude Monet, Georgia
O’Keeffe and Norman
Rockwell are on display
alongside ancient pieces
dating back to 2700 B.C.
A thoughtful new layout,
dramatic cosmetic changes
and engaging installations
have given new life to the
museum’s 18 galleries. The
original 1965 galleries were
last updated in 2013, but
substantial changes were not
made until this year, which
coincides with MFA’s 55th
anniversary.
MFA Executive Director
and CEO Kristen A. Shepherd
said that she has been
anticipating a redesign of the
galleries since she arrived at
the museum in 2016.
“We are tremendously

excited for visitors to
rediscover the Museum of
Fine Arts,” Shepherd said.
“With major acquisitions in
recent years, it was the right
moment for us to showcase
our important and evolving
collection, which has been
completely reinstalled to
reimagine how we tell the
story of art.”
More than 100 works
that were not previously on
display have been added to
the galleries; some are on
display for the first time and
others have returned after
several years in art storage.
The museum’s redesigned
layout guides visitors through
a cohesive timeline of the
permanent collection’s
history. Five new selfguided tours with titles like
“Flower Power” and “Form &
Function” offer further insight
about the collection.
Increased natural light and
repainted walls are among
the galleries’ many cosmetic
changes. MFA curators
rearranged works so that they
are, quite literally, presented
in a new light and against
complementary backdrops to
enhance visitors’ impressions.

Engaging displays and
videos have also been added
to highlight some of the
collection’s most spectacular
details.
MFA collaborated with
The Florida Orchestra to
present its new program,
Resonance, in conjunction
with the renovation. Recorded
performances from the
orchestra play in specific
galleries throughout the
day, encouraging visitors
to explore the relationship
between sound and visual art.
Shepherd calls the
renovation “a thrilling
moment” in the museum’s
history and “a step forward
for the MFA, for the arts and
for the Tampa Bay region.”
A phased renovation was
set to begin this summer,
but the museum’s temporary
closure due to COVID-19
allowed for acceleration of the
project.
MFA’s student and
educator admission is $15
and standard admission is
$20. The museum is closed
Monday, but open Tuesday
and Wednesday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday and
Friday from noon to 8 p.m.,
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‘Head of Dionysus’ (above), c. 200–100 B.C., is the
centerpiece of the Greek gallery.
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Striking colors and wallcoverings add a sense of
drama to the renovated galleries. The 17th-century
hard-stone panel depicting a vase of flowers
(above), commissioned by the Medici family,
is complemented by the saturated walls of the
Baroque gallery.
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., Sunday from noon to
5 p.m. MFA Café and the
museum store remain closed.
Face coverings, social
distancing and temperature

checks are required of all
guests and tickets must be
purchased in advance online.
Find the Museum of Fine
Arts St. Petersburg at 225
Beach Dr. NE.

Tampa Bay gets a taste of
New Orleans

By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

Creole | $$ | 901 22nd St. S. |
727-498-8979
EDYN GOTTLIEB | THE CROW’S NEST

Chief’s Creole Café sits at 901 22nd St. S.
in St. Petersburg.
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Takeout can be enjoyed in the outdoor patio.

C

hief’s Creole Café
harnesses the
authenticity of New
Orleans’ savory flavors and
culture in a warm, homestyle
restaurant. From crispy
crawfish fritters to hearty
Creole gumbo, Chief’s will
have your mouth watering
from the first bite.
Creole cuisine originated
in Louisiana and combines
West African, French, Spanish
and indigenous tastes. Chief’s
focuses on bringing the rich
flavors of Creole cuisine right
here to St. Petersburg.
The bright coral building,
complemented with a
mural of jazz legend Louis
Armstrong, beckons.
Upon entering, you will
be escorted into what appears
to be a family dining room.
The room is cozy with
mismatched chairs, china
cabinets and a piano. The
tables are close together,
further emulating the comfort

of home.
Chief’s was started by
Elihu Brayboy and his wife,
Carolyn, in honor of his late
mother, Mary Brayboy Jones.
Jones was born in
Louisiana and learned to cook
Creole-style from her mother.
She later became a nurse at
then-segregated Mercy and
Bayfront Hospitals and was
employed by the Eckerd
College Student Medical
Center.
The “Chief” featured
in the restaurant’s name
represents Jones’s positive
outlook on life, tenacity and
perseverance. Chief’s opened
in her honor on Nov. 1, 2014.
Its menu is extensive with
“Bayou Classics” such as the
shrimp po’boy, New-Orleansstyle seafood and traditional
Creole dishes like jambalaya
and gumbo.
“My number one favorite
dish is the gumbo,” Jarvis
Anderson, chef at Creole
Cafe, said.“It’s a traditional
dish and has a lot of flavor in
it.”
The beans and rice
were well-seasoned and

comforting, with traditional
andouille sausage adding a
hint of spice. The gumbo,
complete with shrimp,
chicken, sausage and
crawfish, was hearty and rich.
Most entrées include a garden
salad and crumbly cornbread
muffins.
“Customers really enjoy
our jambalaya because it’s
spicy but not too spicy to eat,”
Anderson said.
Located at 901 22nd St. S.,
it’s only a seven minute drive
from USF St. Petersburg.
Chief’s Creole Café
is open Tuesday through
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. for lunch and from 4 to
9 p.m. for dinner. On Sunday,
it’s open from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Orders can be placed by
phone or at the restaurant.
As a result of the COVID-19
pandemic, the dining room is
currently closed, but takeout
and delivery is available.
Takeout seating is available
in the outdoor seating area.
For more information check
out its website https://
chiefscreolecafe.com.
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The world’s fastest
fall festival

By Mark Parker
CONTRIBUTOR

T

he Firestone
Grand Prix of St.
Petersburg and
USF St. Petersburg truly
are neighbors. The main
gate is a block behind
Residence Hall One, and is
a short distance from The
Tavern. USF lends them the
5th Ave parking garage.
This race does not just
showcase our beautiful
waterfront city, but it also
showcases our beautiful
waterfront campus.
Oct. 23, the first day of
the race, was just practice
rounds. I could hear the
cars from my house that
morning, which is about
four miles from the race.
To put it in perspective,
a jet taking off is about
180 decibels. Being near
an Indy car is about 140
decibels. That same jet
idling? About 140 decibels.
Then keep in mind you
have 24 cars in a race,
and you get an idea of
the wall of sound steadily
approaching.
Even after three days
with no earplugs, that
sound never failed to get
my adrenaline pumping.
Burnt rubber and exhaust
fumes are the first smells
that hit you. In between the
grandstands and viewing
areas, the sweet smells of
carnival food are delightful.
Normally there would
also be celebrity athletes,
live entertainment and
interactive events in these
areas, but unfortunately,
this was not a normal year.
What is normally the
kickoff for the IndyCar
season became St.
Petersburg’s first big
COVID-19 cancellation.
What is dubbed “the
world’s fastest spring break
party” due to its festive

atmosphere and location on
the water, was postponed
indefinitely at the last
minute.
When I say last minute, I
mean it was canceled on the
first day of the three-day
event.
Then, seven months
later, IndyCar surprisingly
announced they would be
coming back. What would
normally mark the start of
the season would now be
its finale. Now scheduled
for Oct. 23-25, the “world’s
fastest spring break party”
had become the world’s
fastest fall festival.
Veteran driver Charlie
Kimball told Trackside
Online that “St. Pete
usually feels a bit like the
first day of school, but
this year it’s going to be
where IndyCar crowns a
champion on the last day of
school.”
The majority-waterfront
track itself circled 1.8 miles
around downtown with St.
Petersburg’s skyline as a
gorgeous backdrop. Part of
the track extends to one of
Albert Whitted Airport’s
runways. I watched in
astonishment as a private
plane and helicopters
landed during practice runs.
The days were hot and
humid for late October,
with temperatures in the
mid to high 80s. Facing
east and being directly in
the sunlight, in addition to
all the asphalt, concrete and
people, only added to this.
But it was not unbearable. I
routinely thought about the
drivers in full uniform and
how much stamina would
be required to race with an
open cockpit like this for
hours on end.
Speaking of open
cockpits, when watching
in front of the Mahaffey,
just a few feet away from
where the racers would

COURTESY OF MARK PARKER

Pato O’Ward’s Arrow McLaren pit crew stands
at the ready. O’Ward finished second in the
Grand Prix.

pass mere inches from the
concrete barrier, it seemed
as if you were making eye
contact with the racers. I
thought about waving more
than once and wondered
if I could get someone to
wave back. Although, I am
sure the last thing you want
to do while going 170 mph
with no room for error is to
take a hand off the steering
wheel.
Pit lane was expansive,
full of semi-trailers,
RV’s and large groups of
crewmen. I spent the first
two days here dodging
hand trucks full of tires and
personnel in golf carts, but
everyone welcomed me.
However, on Sunday for
the finale, the Indy chiefs
instructed me that my free
reign was up.
The city announced
that it would restrict
access to 20,000 people,
a huge reduction for the
normal 200,000 visitors it
advertises.
During the first two
days, it seemed like that
was generally plausible,
although those were mainly
practice and qualifying
days. By the third day the
atmosphere and excitement
jumped up a few notches
and it seemed like there
were 20,000 people every
few blocks.
“It really all comes down
to this weekend,” returning
winner Josef Newgarden
said to Trackside Online.
“We either win the
championship or don’t.”
Newgarden and driver
Scott Dixon had been
battling for the top spot
in the IndyCar Series and
since this race was now the
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Scott Dixon leads the pack on his way to a third
place finish and the IndyCar championship.
finale, winning it for these
two would cement their
championship. Their battle
lived up to the hype.
It was 100 laps and 180
miles of exhilaration.
Newgarden and his No.
1 Team Penske Chevrolet
were near the front of the
pack for most of the day,
watching as other favorites
succumbed to crashes.
First, it was his teammate
and pole sitter Will Power,
then Alexander Rossi, who
took the lead from Power.
Rossi led 61 of the first
69 laps before crashing.
Newgarden managed to
avoid the six different
cautions that covered 26
laps.
After a restart on lap 80,
Newgarden surged from
third to first and never
looked back. Finishing
with a 4.1-second win over
Pato O’Ward, Newgarden
became the third driver in a
row to win more than once
at the St. Pete Grand Prix.
It still would not be

enough to claim the
championship, however.
Dixon had built up a
massive point lead and
only needed to finish
ninth or better to finish
as champion. He raced
aggressively to finish third.
This gave him his sixth
championship, just one
behind the record of seven
held by legendary A.J.
Foyt.
It was all smiles,
champagne baths, confetti
and relief in the winner’s
circle. Relief that they were
able to come back to St.
Petersburg, relief that they
were able to have a season.
The first thing that all
three drivers did after the
obligatory photos? Hug and
kiss their loved ones.
If this sounds like
something you would like
to experience, I have good
news. The race is back to
being the world’s fastest
spring break party in just
133 days, as it returns to the
IndyCar opener in March.
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Josef Newgarden (middle) finished first in the Firestone Grand Prix of St.
Petersburg. Scott Dixon (right) won the IndyCar championship with a third
place finish. Pato O’Ward came in second place.
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Facebook group strengthens
St. Petersburg community
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CROW’S NEST
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University of South Florida St. Petersburg
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Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
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W

hen Stan Arthur
first discovered
the Groups
feature on Facebook in 2009,
he was surprised to see there
were no quality groups for
the community he loved: St.
Petersburg. He knew he had to
start one.
Just five years after
Facebook was founded in
2004, Arthur was following
in the footsteps of Facebook’s
original mission statement: “to
give people the power to build
community and bring the
world closer together.”
By 2015, the group had
5,000 members, at which
point membership rapidly
began to climb.
“Since 2015, we’ve added
another 58,000 people,”
Arthur said. “That’s nuts when
you think about it. It’s just
crazy.”
There are now nearly
64,000 members of the I Love
St. Pete Facebook group, with
roughly 50,000 active on a
monthly basis, and the work
they’re doing is nothing short
of awe-inspiring.
During the height of
COVID-19, the group came
together to help those in need.
Lisa Vasquez, a five year
member of the group and
longtime friend of Arthur,
reached out to Arthur to see if
he knew of any dealership’s
that would be willing to accept
payments until she’d gotten a
down payment together.
When he couldn’t find
anywhere to help her, Stan set
up a Facebook fundraiser in
the I Love St. Pete group for
Lisa to get a car.
“In under 50 hours,
(following) Stan’s first
donation of $100, total
strangers donated $3,550.00 to
my car,” Vasquez said.
The enthusiasm of the
response and the willingness
of the community to help a
person in need inspired Arthur.
Two months ago, Arthur
started the Emergency Relief

Fund; a fund in which group
members can donate with
the intention of helping a
community member in need.
“In that two months we’ve
collected close to $15,000
from people who have just
said yep, here you go, use it
for someone who needs it,”
Arthur said.
The funds have gone
to people in need across
the community: a woman
in an abusive relationship
who needed a couple nights
at a motel before finding
a roommate. Paying the
electric bill for a single mom
who was struggling to make
ends meet; and providing a
disabled gentleman with rent
money to stay at his hotel and
replacement brakes on his
vehicle.
“The fund that Stan (put)
into effect has been a lifesaver
for many,” said Jennifer
Pickens, a group member
since 2019 who gave free
back-to-school haircuts to
group members. “(Most) don’t
know that for two months,
Stan paid my phone bill
because I couldn’t afford to.”
Carren Arthur, Stan’s wife,
is inspired by the generosity
of the community.
“People generally want to
help somebody in any way
they can, and a lot of times
it doesn’t even cost them
anything,” Carren Arthur said.
“It’s something they already
have.
“I know someone posted
about ‘Don’t give your money
to goodwill because 20 cents
on the dollar goes to someone
who actually needs it.’ And we
started thinking — you know,
100 percent of what you put
in will go to someone in need.
We don’t take anything from
it, we use our own gas. I feel
like this is why people want to
do it, because they know it’s
going to someone local who is
really in need.”
Recently, Stan and Carren
Arthur celebrated their 40th
wedding anniversary at The
Pesky Pelican Brew Pub,
hosting a fundraiser for the
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Stan and Carren Arthur originally thought of the
Emergency Relief Fund when they were traveling
to North Carolina on vacation.
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Dan Pemberton set up a farmers’ market in his
restaurant during COVID-19 and received a
“Heroes of Tampa Bay During COVID-19” award
from Tampa Mayor Jane Castor.
Emergency Relief Fund at
their celebration.
The owner of the Pesky
Pelican, Dan Pemberton, was
the first group member to try
out Arthur’s key tag program
to help local businesses when
it was started one year ago.
Arthur created key tags
that businesses could hand
out to group members when
they came into their business
- a plain white key tag with
the words “I Love St. Pete”
on one side. The key tag
provides group members with
10 percent off their service
or purchase at a participating
business. In order to get a key
tag, a group member has to go
to a key tag business.
In addition, the business
owners are allowed to post to
advertise three times daily in
a group with nearly 64,000
members.
There are other advertising
opportunities available to key
tag businesses as well, such as
purchasing a batch of key tags
to have their logo printed on
the opposite side or the cover
of the group is available on a
monthly basis.
“(Since joining) we’ve
gained a lot of customers –
loyal customers,” Pemberton
said, “We’ve also gotten a lot
of recognition from the group
itself… we’re a destination
restaurant. If you don’t know

we’re here, you’re not gonna
find us.”
Vasquez became
a facilitator and sales
representative for the key tag
program after receiving help
from the group.
“So far I’ve helped five
businesses,” Vasquez said.
“One gentleman who owns
the Puerto Rican Restaurant,
Wepaa, said in three days
from the key tag program, his
business tripled at lunch.”
The combination of
the key tag program and
the emergency relief fund
has created a community
of paying-it-forward and
boosting others up.
“This community is really
what the page is all about,”
Vasquez said.
Carren and Stan Arthur
invest their time, energy, and
money into facilitating and
managing the group.
“You know, you get a
better feeling from things
like this, this is the best thing
we’ve ever done in our lives…
This is the most inspiring
thing we’ve ever done, not
because of us, but because
of the people responding,”
Carren Arthur said. “It’s not
about us, we put something
out there just because
someone has asked and the
people that step up every day
amaze me.”
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The Pesky Pelican Brew Pub, at 923
72nd St N., is open seven days a week from
11 a.m to 9 p.m.
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CURRALL, continued from P1
“We are neither fish nor
fowl,” the question said,
referring to the consolidated
university’s organizational
and budget structure for
departments. “Are we
considered part of our Tampa
departments . . . or are we
units of ourselves on our
campuses with local campus
leadership making (layoff)
decisions alone?”
Tim Boaz, president of
the consolidated USF Faculty
Senate and moderator of the
forum, was reading aloud
questions that were submitted
in a chat box. He struggled to
get a concise answer from the
university’s leaders.
First, Wilcox replied that
“faculty, regardless of the
geographical home campus,
are members of an academic
department and an academic
college” in one university
and “their voices must be
heard.”
Then Currall added that
St. Petersburg and SarasotaManatee are “important”
and “unique” and the
consolidated university “is
much stronger than we were
before.”
Boaz attempted to clarify
the question.
“These faculty are in
(university-wide) colleges,
but (employed) on the
branch campuses, and I think
there’s some confusion as
to which of those (budget)
cut targets is likely to affect
their reality,” Boaz said. “So,
could you clarify that a little
bit?”
The person who submitted
the original question chimed
in (from the chat box): “What
I want to know is whether

St. Pete or S-M leadership
will be deciding alone which
faculty might be laid off . . .
. Please phrase so that they
follow the question.”
Boaz tried again.
“I think that part of the
concern has to do with the
elimination of programs and
the identification of a layoff
unit,” Boaz said.
Wilcox said that
“academic membership of
a unit can indeed transcend
campuses and, therefore,
budget appropriations.”
USF General Counsel
Gerard Solis said that if a
department has faculty on
all three campuses, “then
you would apply the criteria
in the CBA (collective
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bargaining agreement) across
those faculty members . . .
regardless of which campus
those faculty members” are
on.
When Solis asked if that
answered the question, Boaz
said, with a pause, “I think
that’s – yes.”
Another forum
participant had doubts about
transparency and USF’s
Principles of Community, the
guidelines established by the
Currall administration that
stress “justice, accessibility
and meaningful participation”
by all members of the
university community.
“The Principles of
Community call for
transparency. There was
no transparency with the
decision to close the College

of Education,” Boaz read
from the question in the chat.
“Violating the Principles
of Community erode trust.
Can we be assured that
going forward there will be
transparency?”
Currall didn’t address what
many considered an egregious
exclusion of university
faculty and administrators –
and the community – before
announcing the decision
on Oct. 14 to eliminate the
College of Education and
create a school of education
for graduate students.
“This session today is part
of the transparency . . . we
are redoubling our efforts to
be even more transparent and
accountable,” Currall said.
He also announced that the
university has a new website

“If indeed there’s the
necessity for faculty
layoffs in year one, we
will, of course . . . comply
with the collective
bargaining agreement,”
- Provost Ralph Wilcox

on what it calls “strategic
realignment” that includes a
timeline and work flowchart.
One participant wanted to
know when the faculty will
“find out about layoffs” and
when they would be notified.
Solis said the university
would be working with
the union – United Faculty
of Florida – as dates are
developed. He said the
collective bargaining
agreement has “established
time periods” associated with
layoffs.
Wilcox said faculty layoffs
might be a two-year process.
“If indeed there’s the
necessity for faculty layoffs
in year one, we will, of
course . . . comply with
the collective bargaining
agreement,” he said. “But
there may be other layoffs
that don’t have to occur until
fiscal year 2022, which will
provide those affected with a
longer period of planning for
future employment.”
Boaz said at the end
of the forum that about
150 questions didn’t get
answered. Only 11 were
discussed.
Although Currall said
that the university has no
intention of eliminating
athletics, the Athletics
Department has already
announced cuts that will save
an estimated $2.5 million.
It said that it will lay off
30 staff members and impose
salary cuts or furloughs for
the remaining salaried staff
members.
Football coach Jeff Scott,
men’s basketball coach Brian
Gregory and Michael Kelly,
the vice president of athletics,
are taking 15 percent salary
cuts.

W h at to do t his we e k : Nov. 2-8
By Michael Alden
CONTRIBUTOR
MONDAY
Feeling guilty after all
that Halloween candy?
Sweat it out with a group
exercise class at the
Dunedin Community
Center. Classes include
yoga, indoor cycling,
Zumba and more.
Advanced registration is
required and groups are
limited to 20 people. Bring
your own exercise mat
and mask! The community
center is located at
1920 Pinehurst Road in
Dunedin.
TUESDAY
The Henry B. Plant
Museum is offering free
admission to guests with
an “I Voted” sticker on
election day. Housed in

the historic 1891 Tampa
Bay Hotel, the museum
immerses visitors into
the American Gilded Age
when Plant was pioneering
railroad and steamboat
transportation in Florida.
Visit from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. at 401 W. Kennedy
Blvd. in Tampa.
WEDNESDAY
Beam yourself back to
1938 for a drive-in radio
broadcast of Orson Welles’
War of the Worlds.
Presented by freeFall
Theatre, the production
takes place on an outdoor
stage and incorporates
live performances, radio
storytelling and multimedia
elements. Admission is
priced by vehicle starting
at $75. You can catch a

show Wednesday through
Sunday at 7 p.m. until
Dec. 6. Hop in your car
and tune in at the freeFall
theater parking lot at
6099 Central Ave. in St.
Petersburg.
THURSDAY
Ready to rock again?
Rock The Park returns
to the outdoor terrace
at the Tampa Museum
of Art with live music.
Guests will watch the show
from their own socially
distanced “pods” that
must be reserved online
on a first come, first serve
basis. Participating bands
include Poetry ‘N’ Lotion,
Shelby Sol and a special
guest Ken Apperson. The
event starts at 7 p.m.
and is located at 120 W.

Gasparilla Plaza in Tampa.
FRIDAY
Bier Fest is back at
Busch Gardens each
weekend until Nov. 15.
Guests can sip on their
favorite seasonal craft
brews and try out the new
beer-inspired dishes from
16 culinary cabins at the
theme park. Reservations
are required for admission
into the park. The festival
is included with park
admission for guests 21
and over.
SATURDAY
Celebrate cultural
diversity across the
world at the 5th Annual
Multicultural Festival
in the WestShore Plaza

mall. Attendees can enjoy
live entertainment like
Arabian Belly Dancing and
an African Fashion Show
while they shop for unique
gifts from local vendors.
The festival is free and
takes place from noon to
5 p.m. at 250 WestShore
Plaza in Tampa.
SUNDAY
Tap into your creative
side at That Art Festival.
This annual event features
more than 40 artists from
the Tampa Bay area along
with a live DJ, interactive
paint wall, photo booth and
creative activities for kids.
This pet-friendly event
is free for all ages. The
outdoor festival goes from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Jannus
Live.
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Student Spotlight:
A conservationist who
skates for change
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu
his year has
been more than
COVID-19 and
casting a vote for 23-yearold Bailey Morgan; it’s
been about finding new
passions and exploring new
opportunities.
Transferring from St.
Petersburg College with her
associate degree this fall,
she began her studies in
marine biology at USF St.
Petersburg.
“As a marine biology
major, (USF St. Petersburg)
gives me a good platform
for exploring what I’m
passionate about as well as
being around like-minded
peers who share the same
passions.”
Morgan tried her hand
at acting and journalism
before deciding that marine
biology was her true passion
due to her interest in
conservationism.
“I grew up on the ocean,
so it has always been near
and dear to me,” Morgan
said. “I grew up going on
boats and to the beach with
my family and as an adult
I know now how integral
the marine ecosystem is to
the world’s well-being…
Especially in Florida,
where it’s a big part of our
economy.”
Morgan said that
conservationism is about

T

taking action and making
change.
“Seeing the world
become a better place is a
huge part of wanting to get
into conservation,” Morgan
said. “Being able to make
a good impact in the world
and the people around
is really what drives me
forward, knowing that I’m
working towards my goals.”
Because all her classes
are currently online,
Morgan is using this time to
familiarize herself with the
university and her peers.
“Right now, it’s important
for me to make connections
with my professors,” Morgan
said. “Learning more about
what (the professors) do
for the environment and
their communities, as well
as learning what kind of
opportunities I have at the
university, are really things
to know.”
Outside of acclimating to
a new school and studying
marine biology, Morgan has
also recently taken up roller
skating.
“A couple of years ago I
started going to the Deadly
Rival Roller Derby and I
watched them almost every
month for their meetups,”
Morgan said. “It was
really cool to see a strong
community of women who
uplifted each other.
“During quarantine, a
renewed interest in skating
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“Seeing the world become a better place is a huge
part of wanting to get into conservation,” Morgan
said.
kind of reappeared for me. I
of people and it’s one of the
was looking for an activity
safer ways to gather with
that would get me outdoors
others while maintaining a
and keep me healthy but
safe distance. It’s just really
would also be a fun learning fun.”
and growing experience,”
Now, Morgan is a
Morgan said. “Being able to notable member of the
go to skateparks and move
Gay Commie Skate Crew
around, it’s definitely helped (GCSC), an activism-based
me find a great community
skate group focused on
bringing attention to relevant
issues — with a focus on the
indigenous community.
“The name started out as
a joke,” Morgan said. “As an
activist community we were
name called for being leftist
and queer by conservative
traditionalists. We decided
to take those words back and
make them our own.”
Established in August,
the group has since had its
own feature in Creative
Loafing and appeared in an
article by the Tampa Bay
Times detailing the recent
boom in the roller skating
community.
“Our group is focused
on bringing light to many
activist topics, each of
our members have their
own take on activism,”
Morgan said. “GCSC has
brought me a huge sense of
COURTESY OF CREATIVE LOAFING
belonging and reignited my
Dressed as Raven from “Teen Titans,” Morgan meets up at the skatepark
love for activism that had
sort of laid dormant due to
with the Gay Commie Skate Crew.

the pandemic. This group
really made me feel that I
did not only started skating
for myself, but also to be
able to make an impact on
the community in a positive
way.”
As well as raising
awareness for marginalized
groups, GCSC promotes
fostering an environment
that welcomes anyone of any
identity.
“As a new skater I find
that being a part of an
activist community of likeminded leftists helps me
feel accepted,” Morgan said.
“Our skate crew accepts
people from all skill levels
and wheels, making it a
mosaic of individuals.”
Morgan has also been
featured in several local
projects and photoshoots.
“Bailey is extremely
talented as a model,” said
local photographer Danielle
Luna. “She’s very fluid in
her posing and she’s great at
creating ideas on the fly.”
Along with being in
front of the camera, Morgan
expresses herself with
makeup.
“Makeup was a way to
express myself in ways I was
not really able to otherwise,”
Morgan said. “It’s something
that’s really personal to me
and being able to share that
with the world is a great
feeling.”
As the fall semester
persists through a pandemic,
Morgan is optimistic
about her future at USF St.
Petersburg.
“Post-COVID-19, I
definitely look forward to
getting more involved with
the marine biology field like
working hands-on in labs
and having more research
opportunities,” Morgan said.
Morgan says her ideal
career would involve active
research and travel.
“I currently volunteer
for the Florida Aquarium,
so right now, that’s my
little foot in the door,”
Morgan said. “I’m looking
into master’s programs, so
far I’m really interested in
this program in Australia
that focuses on the marine
ecosystems in Antarctica.
Really, my major goal right
now is to eventually be out
in the field collecting data
and studying the things I’m
passionate about.”

